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	PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH
Information for Prospective Participants

	See us using technologies to learn

	Research team contacts

	Principal Researcher:
	Professor Annette Woods – annette.woods@qut.edu.au

	Associate Researchers:
	Dr Irina Silva – i.silva@qut.edu.au
Dr Amanda Levido – amanda.levido@scu.edu.au
Dr Elizabeth Heck - elizabeth.heck@qut.edu.au
Professor Louise Paatsch - louise.paatsch@deakin.edu.au
Professor Michael Dezuanni - m.dezuanni@qut.edu.au

	What is the purpose of the research?

	The purpose of this research is to understand how digital technologies support young children's learning experiences by providing children with opportunities to reflect, discuss and share their viewpoints in a child-friendly manner.

	Are you looking for people like me?

	The research team is inviting children aged 3 to 8 years who use digital technologies for learning purposes.

	What will you ask me to do?

	Children are the main participants of this research, and they are invited to share what they think about learning using digital technologies. They will participate in activities involving various materials and digital technologies to represent their understanding and respond to the prompt “See us using technology to learn” in three phases: 
· Phase 1- Children will be invited to produce an artefact that represents their response to the prompt (i.e., “See us using technology to learn”) using their preferred materials (i.e., sharing a photograph, videos and epubs, drawing using paper, pens, pencils, painting, and apps) and upload their artefacts via an online survey form endorsed by QUT (i.e., Qualtrics) using a provided QR code. Children will be able to produce their artefacts at their preferred time and upload them to the online survey form with the support of their parents/guardians. Additionally, children will be able to produce their artefacts using various supports during short workshops/lessons organised by research team members and delivered in a range of contexts for example in schools, ECE contexts or outside school contexts including the ARC Centre of Excellence for the Digital Child children's technology centres (e.g. QUT CTC, level 4 E Block Kelvin Grove), museums and science centres (e.g. SITECH) and libraries.
· Phase 2- As the process of analysis is ongoing, researchers who have worked with children in schools, ECE, and outside school contexts will return to the children with initial analyses and artefacts to report back on interpretations being made. Children will be invited to look at the collated responses with the researchers and help to analyse the data from their own perspectives. The discussions with children would be audio recorded and later transcribed. Artefacts and photos would be collected to detail the progress of the child-led discussions.
· Phase 3- Upon participation in Phases 1 and 2, parents/guardians will also be asked to consider allowing researchers to approach them again at 6-month intervals for 2 years (see Appendix B and C). This will be the recruitment approach to contact for the longitudinal study. The researchers will contact the families that expressed their interest in participating in Phase 3 using the preferred means of contact (i.e., phone or email) provided by them on the original consent form. Researchers will ask children to submit new responses to the same prompt (i.e., “See us using technologies to learn”) at several points in time across the two years using the same online survey form used by the families in phase 1 (i.e., Qualtrics, endorsed by QUT).


	Are there any risks for me in taking part?

	The research team does not believe there are any risks beyond normal day-to-day living associated with your participation in this research. However, to minimise any potential risk of inconvenience and discomfort, the participants will be given time to freely explore the materials and the digital equipment available for the workshops. The children involved are very young, as such consent from parents or caregivers in addition to children's consent will be essential to guarantee children's participation. Children who would like to participate but do not have parents' consent will not be excluded from the classroom activities, however researchers will not collect data about these children. Additionally, the workshops that take place in children's educational settings will be scheduled according to teachers'/schools' preferences to avoid interference with children’s activities.
It should be noted that if you do agree to participate you can withdraw from participation in the research project without comment or penalty.

	Are there any benefits for me in taking part?

	It is expected that this research project will benefit children directly because it will invite them to reflect on their digital experiences, share them with peers and learn from their peers’ experiences. Conversations about everyday experiences can support children’s communication skills and awareness about matters that affect their lives. Moreover, children will be provided with opportunities to engage in activities they may not have experienced before in a child-friendly environment, among peers and researchers committed to providing them with a well-supported learning experience.

	Will I be compensated for my time?

	Participation in this research project is entirely voluntary, and participants are invited to participate at their own volition. For those who submit via the online form, a certificate will be sent to them. For those who participate via workshops run by the researchers, at the end of the workshop, a certificate and small stationery item (e.g., an eraser) will be provided as a token of appreciation for the children's participation.
The longitudinal cohort (phase 3) will be provided with certificates at each participation point, and a small token such as an online colouring sheet or stickers to encourage their continued participation where their contact details allow this.

	Who is funding this research?

	The research project is funded by the Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence for the Digital Child, Australia (Project CE200100022), however they will not have access to personally identifying information about you that may be obtained during the research project.

	I am interested – what should I do next?

	If you are interested in participating in this study, please access the QR code bellow:
	xxx
Alternatively for details of the next step, please contact:
Professor Annette Woods – annette.woods@qut.edu.au
Dr. Irina Silva – i.silva@qut.edu.au

	Thank You!
	QUT Ethics Approval Number: 8858
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